
It Serves You Right: 

Designing and Implementing 

Service Learning in the 

Elementary School 





About IHM 

ÅK-8, Catholic parish 
school of 675 students 

Å27 classrooms; 20- 30 
students each 

ÅRelated arts program 
includes PE, music 
(band, strings, choral), 
Spanish, technology, art 

ÅFaculty and staff of 74 

ÅLocated in an eastern 
suburb of Cincinnati, Ohio  



Administration, teachers, students working to meet service learning goals 



The program originates from a 

school wide goal 

ÅStudents will apply 

community values 

and social justice 

principles to their 

everyday practice 



and is designed to instill in students 

a connection to the principles of 

servant leadership. 

 

ÅThose principles were originally published 

in 2000 in Volume 8, Issue 3 of Concepts 

and Connections, the newsletter of the 

National Clearinghouse for Leadership 

Programs.  



ÅListening 

ÅEmpathy 

ÅHealing 

ÅAwareness 

ÅPersuasion 

ÅConceptualization 

ÅForesight 

ÅCommitment to the growth of people 

ÅBuilding community 



È Each class is expected to 
adopt and implement a 
òstewardshipó project. 
Á The project can be in-

house or require action 
outside the school. 

È Each student is 
expected to participate 
in the project. 

È Each student is required 
to use reflective 
practices before, during, 
and after the project. 

 



Buddies across grade 
levels whoé 

È Help with 
reading/math  

È Share in-house field 
trip experiences 

È Participate in 
classroom economy 
projects ð ours is 
called Market 
Madness 

È Write books for their 
òbuddiesó 

 

 

 



È Making sandwiches for 
a drop-in meal center 

È Collecting toiletries for 
womenõs shelters 

È Participating in food 
drives for local food 
banks 

È Making blankets and 
quilts for a twinning 
community in Central 
America 

È Making items to sell at a 
Christmas Craft Fair to 
raise money for tuition 
support for students in 
a twinning school in 
Central America  
 
 



 

È Using Halloween 
party time to create 
gift bags for children 
in homeless centers 
who do not have the 
opportunity to trick 
or treat 

È Serving as guides 
during school events 
which are open to 
the public  

 

 



È Taking our in -house 
Market Madness to 
the inner city schools 

ÁCollecting small toys 
and books which are  
sold to inner city 
students who have 
earned script money 
for academic and 
behavior goals 
associated with a 
classroom economy 

 



 

È Collecting mittens and hats 
for inner city schools and 
taking them to the agency 
where students wrapped 
them for Christmas giving  
 

È Conducting a Rake and Run 
in the local neighborhood  
 

È Mulching walking trails and 
cleaning the grounds of St. 
Anneõs Convent in Kentucky 
(where RainMan was filmed)  
 



È Baking dog biscuits and 
taking them to a rescue 
shelter in Cincinnati  

È Making cookies for 
prisoners and visiting a 
stewardship ministry to 
former prisoners to learn 
about rehabilitation 
effortsé 

È éand then making cookies 
for the policemen who 
thought it was a little unfair 
that only the prisoners got 
cookies! 

 




